
 

  

Paris, October 13, 2015 
 
 

Strategy 
Elior Group and 33entrepreneurs back FoodTech innovation 

and bring San Francisco’s two best start-ups to France  

 

Partners in the first Bon Appétech conference (San Francisco, USA), Elior Group and 
33entrepreneurs are committed to seek out and support the most innovative projects in 
FoodTech, a burgeoning sector which combines culinary traditions with new technologies. 
Elior Group and 33entrepreneurs selected the two winning start-ups, Feeding Forward and 
Industry, out of around one hundred candidates with innovative projects, products or 
services in competition.  
 
Each winning team was awarded a cash prize of $100,000 and, as of March 2016, will 
receive three months support delivered by a team of Elior Group experts to develop their 
project within the 33entrepreneurs start-up accelerator in Bordeaux (France). 
 
The two start-ups won over the members of the jury, with as presidents Kevin Camphuis, 
FoodTech partner of 33entrepreneurs, and Philippe Salle, CEO and Chairman of Elior Group. 
 
Feeding Forward, a Californian start-up specialized in the fight against food waste, has  
designed and developed an application that connects professionals operating in the food, 
distribution and event-management sectors which generate surplus food, with charity 
organisations. Feeding Forward’s original business model offers motivating tax breaks to 
professionals with access to the Company’s platform. Thanks to this initiative, 600,000 
people in need in the San Francisco Bay area received food packages. The objective of 
company founder, Komal Ahmad, is to expand the reach of Feeding Forward's services, 
initially to Europe and then to the other continents. Commenting on the award, Feeding 
Forward founder, Komal Ahmad declared: "I am amazed and super blessed. Coming to France 
in March is a great opportunity, I can't wait. It is a challenge, but disrupting any industry is a 
challenge anyway and the beauty is, doing just a little bit is going to impact so many people 
and you will leave the world such a better place."  
 
Industry is an innovative social network designed to address the particular needs and 
demands of professionals in the catering industry: it is at once a professional social network 
and a platform to showcase the skills of all those involved. Based on the Linkedin model, it is 
tailored to meet the specific functions of this profession. Industry founder and CEO, Cody 
Bardo declared: "We are speechless! It is fantastic! The next plan? Get on a plane going to 
Bordeaux for 33entrepreneurs and Elior Group! We're ready to go and very excited about it." 
 
CEO and Chairman of Elior Group Philippe Salle stated, "The ability to offer our consumers 
new experiences through digital technology is one of the 8 key projects laid out in our 2016-
2020 strategic plan. We are looking to become one of the most innovative groups in the 
catering industry. Together with the team of 33entrepreneurs, our objective is to support the 
future pioneers in digital technology. By following an open innovation approach, we will lend 
support to the two winning projects so as to meet the challenges facing the Industry start-
up, in terms of demand and excellence in recruitment imposed by the catering sector, and to 
provide Feeding Forward with our extensive range of savoir-faire in the daily fight against 
food waste." 
 
Vincent Prêtet, founder of 33entrepreneurs, declared: “Our ambition at 33entrepreneurs is 
to identify, select, invest and accelerate the most promising FoodTech start-ups, globally. 
Our target by 2020 is to back more than 100 Tech start-ups. In San Francisco on October 
4th, we have awarded two start-ups out of hundreds met during our 33USTour –a 8,000 
miles journey across USA and Canada in July. We are to bring those two Californian start-ups 
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back to France, fund them with USD 100,000 each, and accelerate with the support of Elior 
Group. " 
 
 
 
 
About 33entrepreneurs 
 
33entrepreneurs is a start-up accelerator and a global seed-fund which is based in Bordeaux (France) and focuses on Tech start-ups 
specialised in the wine&spirits, food and travel sectors.  The Company was founded, funded and driven by a group of entrepreneurs, for 
entrepreneurs. Its mission is to map, detect, select, invest in and boost future Tech Champions, by supporting disruptive innovations in 
the Wine & Spirits, Food and Travel industries, whose combined markets account for 33% of the world GDP (yet only 13% of global VC 
investment).  
 
Further information: http://www.33entrepreneurs.com  @33entrepreneurs  

 
Press Contacts 33entrepreneurs: 
Clémence STAQUET, Head of Communication 
clemence@33entrepreneurs.co | + 33 (0) 6 60 83 54 71 
Sandra BARBERA, Startup Communication 
sandra@33entrepreneurs.co | + 33 (0) 6 74 63 59 38 

 

 

 

About Elior Group 
 
Créé en 1991, le groupe Elior, un des leaders mondiaux de la restauration et des services, est aujourd’hui le restaurateur de référence 
dans le monde de l’entreprise, de l’enseignement et de la santé, ainsi que dans l’univers du voyage. 
En 2014, le Groupe a réalisé un chiffre d’affaires de 5 341 millions d’euros dans 13 pays. Ses 106 000 collaborateurs accueillent 
chaque jour 3,8 millions de clients dans 18 000 restaurants et points de vente. Leur mission est d’accueillir et  prendre soin de chacun 
grâce à des solutions de restauration et des services personnalisés pour une expérience consommateur innovante.  
Particulièrement attentif à sa responsabilité sociétale, Elior Group est adhérent au Pacte mondial des Nations unies depuis 2004. 
L’exigence professionnelle de ses équipes, leur engagement quotidien pour la qualité et à l’innovation, et leur attachement à proposer 
un moment privilégié s’expriment dans la signature « Time savored ». 
 
For further information: http://www.eliorgroup.com   Elior sur Twitter : @Elior_France / @Elior_Group 
 
Press contacts: 
Anne-Isabelle Gros – anne-isabelle.gros@elior.com / +33 (0) 1 40 19 47 37 
Anne-Laure Sanguinetti – annelaure.sanguinetti@elior.com / +33 (0)1 40 19 51 50 
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