PRESS RELEASE

Paris, October 1, 2014

Elior strengthens its position in the City of London contract catering market
by acquiring Lexington and sells a nonnon-strategic asset in Chile
In line with its development strategy in the United Kingdom, the Elior Group has signed an
agreement to acquire Lexington, a major player in the Business & Industry catering market in the
City of London.
Founded in 2002, Lexington has grown rapidly by drawing on the expertise of recognized professionals,
and currently generates annual revenue of more than £30 million. Its 650 employees provide catering
services to prestigious City clients, such as the London Business School, the Royal Bank of Canada, Savills
and Rothschild.
This acquisition --- whose completion is subject to the usual closing conditions including anti-trust
clearance --- will strengthen Elior’s position in London’s high-end Business & Industry catering market. It
will be accretive for Elior UK’s EBIT margin as from 2015 and will subsequently lead to additional
commercial and operational synergies that will create value for Elior in the United Kingdom.
Tim West, Chairman of Lexington, will become Non Executive Chairman of Elior UK. Mike Sunley,
Lexington’s Chief Executive and one of its co-founders, will head up Elior’s newly-merged City of London
catering operations, and will join Catherine Roe, Chief Executive of Elior UK, on the Executive Committee.
Meanwhile, Áreas Chile, an Areas subsidiary, has sold its 40% stake in Arcoprime --- a joint venture set up
in Chile with a local group, COPEC, which is responsible for Arcoprime’s operational management. The
capital gain on disposal will be accounted for in the Group’s financial statements for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2014.
Gilles Petit, Chief Executive Officer of the Elior Group, stated ‘‘We are delighted to welcome Lexington’s
teams into the Elior Group. This acquisition is a value-creating transaction that will enable us to build on
our positions in the United Kingdom. It fits perfectly with our strategy of targeted growth, which consists
of focusing on markets in which we already have a solid footing.’’
Elior has been present since 1999 in the United Kingdom, where it has some 6,000 employees and
operates in the contract catering and leisure markets. Elior UK has recently won a number of major new
contracts, including with BAE Portsmouth, Bank of England and Nottingham University Hospital. Both
Elior UK and Lexington have been recognized by the Sunday Times as one of the ‘‘Best Companies to Work
For’’.

About Elior
Founded in 1991, Elior has grown into one of the world’s leading operators in the contracted food and support services industry,
generating revenue of €5,016.9 million in FY 2012-2013 through 17,500 restaurants and points of sale in 13 countries. Driven
by an unwavering commitment to excellence, our 105,000 passionately professional employees provide personalized catering
and service solutions on a daily basis to 3.7 million customers in the business & industry, education, healthcare, leisure and travel
markets, taking genuine care of each and every person they serve. We place particular importance on corporate social
responsibility and have been a member of the United Nations Global Compact since 2004. Our corporate philosophy --- which is
centered on quality and innovation as well as relations with others and the community at large --- is clearly reflected in our motto:
‘‘Because the whole experience matters’’.
Please visit our website at www.elior.com for further information.
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